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UNDERWAY
For new central
Town Park

A generous gift from Fred and Alice
Stanback will accelerate the opportunity to
plan, design, and build a new town park in
downtown Spencer. Conceptual planning
and design is starting soon for the park,
which will be located on the corner of
Salisbury Avenue and Fifth Street, directly
in front of the new Spencer Town Hall and
Police Department.

The new park’s prominent location will
provide a much-needed aesthetic “boost”
to Spencer and will, hopefully, draw the
attention of visitors to the NC Transportation
Museum, which, of course, is just across
Salisbury Avenue.

2022 TOWN OF SPENCER
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Town offices will be closed for various holidays, as noted in the following schedule.
Please note there may be other service impacts as indicated for each holiday. Please
call Town Hall with questions at 704-633-2231.

by Jonathan Williams

As the month of
December begins, we
usher in a new vyear
and new beginnings in
Spencer. Despite the

challenges of the past two years, we have
much to be thankful for and much to celebrate.
I'd like to take a moment to reflect on the year
2021 and look forward to the new beginnings
of the year 2022.

Over the week of Thanksgiving,
we welcomed back the ‘Tis the Season
Spectacular Holiday Parade’. Participating in
the parade was an exciting event for which |
was most grateful for the opportunity to host
this annual event in coordination with the City
of Salisbury. After a year off because of the
Covid pandemic, it was a welcome sight to see

Spencer’s sidewalks lined with spectators who
nnnnn d-rmost_hapoyvforsomesemblance—of

FROM THE MAYOR

Reflections and New Beginnings

likes of which Spencer has never seen - until
now! We hope everyone enjoyed the festivities
and could take part in what we hope becomes
the beginning of a new holiday tradition
in Spencer. We are ever grateful to all the
volunteers and Town Staff that spent countless
hours planning for this winter extravaganza
and making it a reality.

To kick off the Winterfest celebration, a
grand opening of Spencer’s new Town Hall
was held on December 3rd. Tours of the
new facilities were held for invited guests
and the public to showcase the successful
redevelopment of a portion of the Park
Plaza shopping center for the new home of
Spencer’s administrative offices and Police
Department. This project, in collaboration with
the US Department of

Agriculture, Studio Wales Architecture,

and Varex Construction—will _ba tha homae

working to make it a reality. | am appreciative
to our current Board and Staff for seeing this
through to completion. | am excited about the
potential of this new facility for all of Spencer.

While on the topic of our Board of
Aldermen, I'd like to take a moment to
recognize two outgoing Board members for
their dedication and services to Spencer and
the citizens of this great town. Alderwoman
Sharon Hovis, having served four years, and
Alderman Bob Bish, having served two years,
fulfilled their

terms following the Board's December
pre-agenda meeting on December 9th. We
are forever grateful to each of them for their
wisdom, insight, and leadership during their
terms of office. We wish them well in their next
adventures and look forward to seeing them
around town, continuing to be involved in our

oreat-cormmunib

Currently, the plan to begin an information
gathering and public input process will
begin in early to mid-January 2022. While
Stanbacks’ donation of $100,000 will more
than off-set the design fees, the actual
construction costs will certainly be higher.

In order to achieve the ideal of building
the park with limited expense to Spencer’s
citizens, grant funding and private
donations will be sought as the primary
source of funding for the new town park.

In order to qualify for state level funding,
grant programs, such as the NC Parks and
Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF), require an
intentional process of public input to assure
community alignment for the planning, use
and long-term management of a proposed
recreation facility.

In Spencer’s case, the planning for the new
town park will also include the opportunity
to update the 2014 Parks and Recreation
Master Plan. The design firm will be charged
with modernizing the Recreation Plan to
ensure that the original management goals

are-beingaddressed-and-that+

roatbion.

. Date(s) Additional
HEEEE! etk Observed Service Impacts
Christmas, Mon/Fri Dec o Qne day delay in Trash collection
Dec 27 New Year 27 31 e Library open Tues-Thurs
! * No bulky collection this week
Martin Luther e One day delay in Trash collection
Jan 17 King Day Mon Jan 17 e Library open Tues-Thurs
April 11 Good Friday Fri April 15
. ® One day delay in Trash collection
May 30 Memorial Day Mon May 30 « Library open Tues-Thurs
Independence ® One day delay in Trash collection
ol Day e ol & e Library open Tues-Thurs
® One day delay in Trash collection
Sept S Labor Day Mon Sept 5 e Library open Tues-Thurs
Nov 7 Veterans Day Fri Nov 11
Nov 21 Thanksdivin Thurs/FriNov @ Town Hall Closes at 12 on Nov 23
ov anksgiving 24,25 ® No bulky collection this week
Dec 19 Christmas Eve Fri Dec 23
Dec 26 Christmas Mon Dec 26 o Qne day delay in Trash collection
e Library open Tues-Thurs
Jan 2 NeweaitsBay  Wen Jan2 o Qne day delay in Trash collection
e Library open Tues-Thurs

be builtin 2022, the doubling of the land
area for the Stanback Educational Forest,

opportunities for citizens and visitors
alike. The Town is focused on providing

a return to normal. We are excited about the
future of the parade and look forward to many
more years of collaboration with the Tis the
Season Spectacular organizers as we continue
hosting this annual tradition in Spencer.
Serving on the parade planning committee this
year was certainly an enlightening experience
as to the time, energy, and detail that goes
into planning such an important community
event. Many thanks to the parade organizers,
Shari Graham and Hen Henderlight, and to
the many volunteers, including our Town Staff,
from Spencer that made the event a success.

Speaking of annual traditions, we are
thrilled about our inaugural Winterfest
celebration in downtown Spencer, December
3,4,10,and 11.1am amazed by the dedication
of Sherry Mason-Brown, Kimberly Lentz, and
their band of merry elves, who have spent the
past several months planning what promises
to

be a fantastic holiday celebration - the

of Spencer Town offices for many years to
come. It represents many years of thoughtful
planning by prior Town Board of

Aldermen and successful execution by
our current Board and Staff. We are grateful
for the vision of prior Staff and Aldermen for
seeing the need for this important project and

J

While we bid farewell to Ms. Hovis and
Mr. Bish, we welcome Rashid Muhammad
and Andrew Howe as new members to the
Board of Aldermen. Rashid has served on the
Board before, and we welcome him back into
service with the Town. Andrew is an attorney
and local business owner, along with his family
members, owning the Band Attic in downtown
Spencer. We look forward to the gifts and
talents both Rashid and Andrew will bring
to the Board, and we are grateful for their
willingness to serve.

So, as we reflect on 2021, let us be
grateful for the blessings showered upon our
community. As we look forward to 2022, let
us embrace new beginnings and continue to
Move Spencer Forward. Blessings and peace
this holiday season,

//Mayor Jonathan Williams

. g A
facilities are being designed, and built, to
accommodate community needs.

Spencer has been making great progress
with planning and fundraising efforts related
to the Yadkin River Trailhead, which will

Mayor
Jonathan Williams

Board of Aldermen
Patti Secreast (Mayor Pro-Tem)
Andrew Howe
Rashid Muhammad
Steve Miller
Sam Morgan
Pat Sledge

which is currently in process, as well as
grant applications being made for facility
improvements at 8th Street Park.

outdoor activities and gathering spaces for
residents who are seeking active lifestyles
and community engagement. For more
information, please contact Joe Morris at

Ultimately, the Town of Spencer is addressing  planner@townofspencer.com.

community expectations for recreational

Key Contacts
Town Hall: 704-633-2231

Fire: 704-637-6135
Library: 704-636-9072
Police 704-633-3574
Public Works: 704-633-5331
Call 911 for Emergencies
Rowan Co Public Safety
Non-Emergency line:
704-216-8500

Town Manager
Peter Franzese

Staff Leadership Team
Stacy Craven, Town Clerk

Kyle Harris, Planner
Mike File, Acting Police Chief
Michael Lanning, Fire Chief
Joe Morris, Special Projects Planner
Joel Taylor, Public Works Director
Christie Hutchinson, Act. Finance Officer
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MANAGER’S NOTES

Your feedback is needed to help us plan for the future

by Peter Franzese

Happy New Year!

As we begin a new

year, many take
stock of where we are and where we
want to go. The Town of Spencer is
no different, and we envision several
key opportunities coming soon for
you to help plan Spencer’s future.

Spencer, like every other of the
19,000 units of local government
across the United States, is receiving
funds from the federal American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021. Signed into
law by President Biden on March

CHECKING IN AT
THE SPENCER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

It has been an eventful few months at the
Library! On November 16 local children’s
authors Dicy McCullough and Sherry Kepley
shared stories real and imaginary, concerning
life and children. Both women had
experienced tragedy which inspired them

to write children’s books. Dicy has written

a series of children’s books, all entitled

“Tired of..." She got this idea from being

an elementary school teacher who heard
children saying... | am tired of being different
or tired of baths or tired of school etc. Sherry
Kepley, a new writer, presented her
published children’s book entitled Down by
the Praise Pond. The audience was delighted
by the stories of otters and ducks and frogs
who learned valuable life lessons at the Praise
Pond.

11, 2021, the American Rescue
Plan (ARP) allocates $1.9 trillion

to COVID-19 relief and economic
recovery. Cities and towns in North
Carolina will directly receive more
than $1.3 billion in Coronavirus

State and Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds (FRF).

Half has been distributed in
2021, and the other half should
be distributed in mid-2022.
These funds are going to state
and local governments for the

purpose of responding to negative

Please check the Spencer Public Library
Facebook page for more information on
upcoming events. Some will include a

concert on January 18th to honor Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr by Teresa Moore-Mitchell,

music professor at Livingstone College. We
also anticipate an hour-long concert by local
jazz and blues musician Rebeca Stinson in
mid-February, to kickoff Black History Month.

NEWS AND
UPDATES

Thank you for supporting
our first annual Winterfest!

We hope you enjoyed Winterfest as much

as we did! Thank you to the countless
supporters who attended the events,
volunteered, provided financial support,

and helped spread the word! Planning for

Winterfest 2022 will be underway before
we know it, so please reach out if you are

mtaractad in ioimmina I vou'd ilkata aat

economic impacts of stemming
from COVID-19, and the Town of
Spencer’s allocation is just over $1
million. This is a significant infusion
of resources, and we want to be
intentional about how they are used.
Local governments have until the
end of 2024 to decide how to spend
the funds, and until the end of 2026
to complete associated projects.

There are many possible uses of
FRF, ranging from premium pay for
essential workers, to water, sewer,
affordable housing, and broadband
infrastructure. However, on top of
the federal requirements for eligible
use, all local government activities
must also comply with state law

of Rowan will match all contributions made
from the community. To donate, volunteer, or
to keep up with updates and future events,
check out Spencerexperience.org.

Spencer Fire Department
achieves ISO Class 2
rating, invites you to
Coffee with the Chief

Earlier this year, the North Carolina State
Fire Marshal's Office assessed the Spencer
Fire Department and shared the results with
the Insurance Services Office (ISO). ISO

is a leading source of information about
property/casualty insurance risk and through
the Public Protection Classification (PPC®)
program, ISO evaluates municipal fire-
protection efforts in communities throughout
the United States. As a result of the
assessment, the Town of Spencer received a
PPC® of ISO Class 2.

This-is-the-s

rd-highestdesigration

Severattocatschootstave visitedthetibrary
in recent months, and in November Salisbury
Christian School enjoyed a historical
reenactment by local resident and artist
Lady Sarah Paris. After discussing art and
enjoying refreshments, children, parents, and
Lady Sarah brought the famous “Whistler’s
Mother” painting by James McNeill Whistler
to life. The subject, Anna McNeill Whistler,
was born in Wilmington and later resided in
Rowan County. George Washington Whistler,
the father of the famous artist, had been a
railroad engineer and eventually moved

to Russia with his family to help the Czar
establish a railway line there.

The Library and volunteers provided “Grinch”
and "Frozen" stories for the WinterFest event
on December 4 and 11, including themed
bookmarks and toys for children attending.
A special thank you to Kim Sheeks and Leslie
Talbott for volunteering as readers!

WINTER 2022
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involved, the Spencer Partnership has

launched a Friends of Spencer campaign to

fund these and future events, and Friends

J
attainable on the 10-point scale. Spencer
Fire Department joins the ranks of only 63
other fire districts out of the total 1,224 in
North Carolina to attain this prestigious
rating. This is great news for the community,
because effective February 1, 2022,
residential and commercial insurance
policies may be eligible for potential rate
reductions after a substantial improvement
from a former ISO Class 4 to the current ISO
Class 2.

“This is a monumental moment not only for
the Spencer Fire Department, but for the
Town of Spencer and those we are sworn to
protect,” said Fire Chief Michael Lanning.
“This would not have been achievable
without the great staff of Spencer Fire
Department, both paid and volunteer. Our
partnerships with Rowan County 911, Rowan
County Fire Service Division, and Salisbury-

requirements.

To begin the conversation in
Spencer, the Town is partnering
with Centralina to get community
feedback and align identified needs
with eligible uses. The first step in
this process will be a community
survey to receive input/data on
community-level COVID-19 impacts
and priorities for recovery. Look for
this survey early in the new year on
our website, spencernc.gov.

We are also working to advance the
Town's goal for a new central park at
Salisbury Avenue and Fifth Street, in
front of the new Town Hall and Police
Department. In the coming months,

Rowan Utilities were instrumental in this as
well. As the Chief, | want our citizens to know
you have a lot of dedicated men and women
protecting them and strive to provide the
best services possible. This is no longer the
department of the past and each day we are
working toward forward progress.”

Lastly, with the winter season among us,
please remember these simple fire safety
tips:

e Ensure all flammable materials are kept
at least three feet from all heaters.

e Have a three- foot "kid-free” zone
around all open flames and space

OUR COMMUNITY GARDEN IS GROWING!

Something beautiful is growing in Spencer. The Community Appearance Commission,
the Spencer Presbyterian Church, and local business owners Amy Ray and Anthony
Nero of Pinocchio’s restaurant, have partnered to produce the first two beds of the
Spencer Community Garden. Winter crops of rosemary, cabbages, Swiss Chard, kale,
mustard greens, dianthus, pansies, and lavender have been planted in raised beds
built by woodworker Todd Spencer with lumber purchased from Ashley Honbarrier of
Happy Roots, and milled by Dave Johnson from a pine tree that fell on his land. The
beds are planted in the open lawn beside the Spencer Presbyterian Church and by
spring, the garden will be prepared to host even more beds, pots, berry bushes, and
trees. Pinocchio’s restaurant has planned an Italian Garden of tomatoes, basil, oregano,
eggplants, and peppers. If you are interested in volunteering or donating please email

spencercommunitygarden@gmail.com.

the Town will be working to update
its Parks and Recreation Master Plan,
and apply for grant funding to help
make this vision a reality. There will
be a community survey as part of
this process, and you can learn more
about the process in this issue.

Finally, we'll be working in the
coming months to update the Town'’s
Land Use or “"Comprehensive” Plan.
We envision a process that offers
several opportunities for community
input and look forward to hearing
from you as we think about the
coming decades in Spencer.

Our Town Hall and Police
Department has moved to the

heaters.

e Never use your oven or appliance to
heat your home.

e Ensure you have working smoke
detectors.

Be sure to stop by the Spencer Fire
Department Station 75 on the second
Tuesday morning of each month from 9-10
a.m. for Coffee with the Chief. This is an
informal time to meet Chief Lanning and the
Spencer Fire Department team, ask
questions, explore career opportunities, and
more. The next Coffee with the Chief will be
Tuesday, January 11.

newly renovated space in the

Park Plaza, located at 450-460 S
Salisbury Avenue. We appreciate
the community’s investment and the
support of the USDA in this much-
needed public facility, which allows
us to serve you better. Kudos go to
Studio Wales Architecture, Vertex
Construction, and the entire team
that worked to make this vision from
several years ago a reality. Please
drop in and see us!

Winter Car Safety

It's easy to forget after months of warm

and mild weather conditions that snow and
ice demand careful driving and special
preparation for your vehicle. Ready your
car with regular tune-ups and tire rotations,
clear your car of all items that could pose a
driving hazard to you and others we share
the roadways with. Leave earlier to reach
your destination, keep blankets, flashlights,
jumping cables, and flares in your vehicle
to help yourself or someone else in need.
In a Winter emergency: Stay with your car
and don't overexert yourself, dress in layers
of clothing, keep your tank half full in the
Winter months, and don't run your car for
long periods of time with the windows up to
avoid asphyxiation from carbon monoxide.

This winter, don't forget COVID-19
precautions: During the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, CDC continues to advise
precautions to keep yourself and others

healthy. If you go into a public building

or warming shelter to stay warm, wear a
mask, bring hand sanitizer, and stay at least
6 feet from others. Scarves, ski masks, and
balaclavas are not substitutes for masks, but
you can wear them over your mask. If it is
too

cold to safely open doors or windows,
consider other approaches for reducing
virus particles in the air, such as using

air filtration and/or bathroom and stove
exhaust fans.




