
COMMUNITY NEWS
Have news to share for an upcoming issue? 
Contact our Town Clerk Anna Ward at     
award@spencernc.gov or 704-633-2231.

Dog Regulations
The Town of Spencer has received 

numerous complaints of domestic 
dogs running loose in neighborhoods, 
and one attack was recently reported. 
Our police department has responded 
to dogs barking all day and night. 
Dog owners need to be aware that 
Articles 91.24 & 91.25 of the Town’s 
Code of Ordinances regulate the 
keeping of domestic dogs and that 
Article 91.05 adopts Rowan County’s 
Animal Control Ordinance for use 
in Spencer. The County’s ordinance 
adds further regulations, including 
Section 5-36 of their ordinance, that 
require dogs to be restrained at all 
times either by a secure enclosure or 
kennel on the owner’s property and, 
more importantly, that the dog is on 
a leash at any time it is outside the 
enclosure. The penalties for violations 
of these regulations vary from $50-
$100 civil fines and up to criminal 
misdemeanors punishable by fines or 
even time in jail. For certain offenses, 
your dogs can be confiscated.
     Simply put, any dog in the Town of 
Spencer and its ETJ must be kept in a 
secure enclosure or on a leash. There 
are limits to the number of dogs you 
can keep and requirements for the 
types of enclosures or kennels you 
must have to keep dogs. 
     Our Code Enforcement officer and 
our Police Department will enforce 
violations of these regulations. If you 
have a violation to report, contact 
Preston Eagle at 704-633-2231 Ext. 27. 

A “Park for All” is well underway!
 Progress is being made on the Town 

of Spencer’s community gathering 
space in our historic central business 
district.  The new Spencer Town 
Park will include a large gathering 
lawn, a multi-use pavilion, restroom 
facilities, an interactive water feature, 
a flag concourse, decorative lighting, 
outdoor furnishings, and landscaping. 
The park will accommodate a wide 
variety of  community act iv i t ies, 
including “Winterfest” – Spencer’s 
s i g n at u re  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t .  A 
fundraising campaign is currently 
underway.
     The Town has been able to secure 
almost 85% of the $2,175,700.00 
construct ion budget. The Town 
Board elected to proceed with a 
construction agreement with Ike’s 
Construction Company of Cabarrus 
County while moving forward with 
additional fundraising and applications 
for available grants. Construction 
began in early October. The timeline 
is approximately 9 months – which 
would have the park completed in 
the summer of 2025.
     A button has been created on the 
Town’s website at spencernc.gov/
makeyourmark for the “Make Your 
Mark” Campaign to encourage public 
participation in securing the last 15% 
of the project’s cost. Opportunities 
exist for potential donors to contribute 
funding for a wide range of project 
recreational elements, site features, 
and landscaping. 

Thank You from Spencer’s Holiday 
Caravan Parade Committee
     Spencer’s Holiday Caravan Parade 
Committee wishes to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to the community 
for  making Spencer ’s  f i rs t -ever 
nighttime Christmas parade of lights an 
outstanding success! The outpouring 
of  support we received from the 
community was truly inspiring, and 

the crowds who came out to enjoy 
the parade exceeded even our most 
optimistic expectations. There were 
many tears that night – but they were 
tears of joy and thanksgiving! And 
there was great relief that we actually 
pulled it off against all the odds. 
     With only months to prepare and 
starting with no funds, the parade was 
made possible only through the faith, 
resolve, and support of our many kind-
hearted sponsors and volunteers, who 
freely gave of their treasures and who 
sacrificed many nights and weekends 
in the process, but who shared an 
unshakeable determination in the 
importance of making this parade a 
reality. We are immensely thankful that 
so many people shared our vision of 
a fun, family-friendly, and down-to-
earth Christmas parade returning to 
our hometown roots. We sincerely 
couldn’t have done it without you. 
     2024 was just the beginning. With 
your continued support, Spencer’s 
Holiday Caravan Parade will be even 
bigger and better next year – and 
beyond! Our team is energized, and 
we are already working on plans for 
more entries, lights, and fun for all! 
     But we need your help. We are 
seeking enthusiastic candidates to join 
our committee to build on this year’s 
success. The committee will meet once 
a month, increasing to twice a month as 
we get closer to the holidays. Several 
volunteer roles are also available if 
you want to get involved but are not 
interested in serving on the committee. 
Volunteers are absolutely essential 
to ensuring the safety of the parade, 
and available roles include traffic 
control officers, parade marshals, 
and logistical support. To inquire, you 
can email spencersholidaycaravan@
gmail.com, or contact the volunteer 
coordinator, Kyle Harris, at 
704-633-2231 ext. 20. 
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What Are You Excited 
About?
by Jonathan Williams    

W i t h  a  n e w  y e a r 
upon us, many of us 

are taking a moment to rest from 
the excitement of the holidays 
while considering what will be 
key for the year ahead. For us 
in Spencer, this is undoubtedly 
important because we know how to 
have much excitement during the 
holidays! We greatly appreciate all 
the effort, from too many people 
to name in the space available, 

that went into a wonderful holiday 
season in our community. From our 
new Spencer’s Holiday Caravan 
Parade to Winterfest, to welcoming 
tens of thousands of visitors for 
the Polar Express, and more…I am 
thankful for the individuals, groups, 
and businesses that made the close 
of 2024 one to remember.
     Mult iple tragedies across 
the nation have overshadowed 
the excitement of the new year, 
including the heartbreaking loss of 
a remarkable leader in our Rowan 
community, Salisbury Mayor Karen 
Kirks Alexander. Her passing on 

December 29 brings a shared 
sense of grief for an extraordinary 
public servant, ground-breaking 
professional, and kind person. I 
treasured having an opportunity 
to work with her as a neighboring 
mayor. I hope you will join me in 
celebrating her life and carrying 
f o r w a rd  h e r  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r 
creating beautiful and connected 
communities.
     With this in mind, I hope you will 
consider what excites you about 
our community and how we can 
work together this year to make 
Spencer a more beautiful and 
connected place.

MANAGER’S NOTES
Join us this 
year at Talk of 
the Town and 
Neighborhood 
Walks
by Peter Franzese
    

Happy New Year, neighbors! 
Town staff are excited to launch 
a new community engagement 
opportunity called “Talk of the 
Town.” This program will meet 
(roughly) quarterly and be an “a la 
carte” version of a citizen’s academy 
for our community. Simply put, 
citizen’s academies are educational 
programs conducted by local 
governments to create better 
informed and engaged citizens.
     While new to Spencer, this 
concept appears in communities 
across North Carolina. The North 
Carolina City/County Management 
Association, the UNC School of 

Government, and other entities 
have worked to research best 
practices and offer guidance to 
communit ies who provide or 
would like to start an academy. 
Th is  inc ludes  a  webs i te  and 
published handbook from UNC 
faculty member Rick Morse and his 
contributors and colleagues (sog.
unc.edu/resources/microsites/
citizens-academies). As a NCCCMA 
C i v i c  E d u c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e 
member, I hope our new program 
in Spencer can be a model program 
for other small towns.
     We plan to hold this program 
on a Tuesday in February, April, 
September, and November at 
6:15 p.m. Our inaugural program 
on February 25 will focus on our 
budget process, and future dates 
(likely April 15, September 16, and 
November 18) will have the topics 
announced in the near future. 
Potential topics include Police, 
Code Enforcement, Fire, Planning, 

Getting Involved, Solid Waste, 
Streets, Recreation, and more.
     In between our meetings, we’re 
also planning to hold Neighborhood 
Walk events in March, May, August, 
and October. These will likely be 
on the Third Tuesday as well, in the 
early evenings (around 6:00 p.m.) 
when daylight is available. This 
series continues our inaugural Walk 
and Talk event held on December 
15 with several elected officials 
and community members.
     Our staff and elected officials are 
committed to finding new ways to 
connect with Spencer’s residents, 
businesses, and visitors, and we are 
excited about this new opportunity. 
We hope to see you soon at one of 
these or another of our upcoming 
meetings or events this year. Thank 
you for partnering with us as we 
build a model community.

Mayor Jonathan Williams

FROM THE MAYOR



     
Finally, we are so pleased to recognize 
all our amazingly generous sponsors 
who made the Christmas parade 
possible: Spencer Moose Lodge 
Family  Center #2019; Innospec 
Performance Chemicals; Century 21 

Towne and Country Real Estate, The 
Band Attic, and the North Carolina 
Transportation Museum. We also wish 
to thank all the wonderful food trucks 
and local restaurants who stayed open 
and participated on parade night. 
Thank you to all!

Economic 
Development 
101
     In almost every 
p u b l i c  s u r v e y  o f 
what people want 
to see happening 
t o  i m p r o v e  t h e 
quality of life in their 
community, things 
like more restaurants, 
better retail shopping 
opportunities, new 
jobs, and more variety 
in  enter ta inment 
venues are high on 
the list. To survive and 
flourish, retail and 
institutional service 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
o f  a l l  t ypes  must 
have an adequate 
customer base. Until 
you have adequate 
population density 
w i t h  d i s p o s a b l e 
income, you can do 
nothing to attract 
these businesses to 
your community.
     So, what’s a small 
town like Spencer to 
do? Grow! But grow 
in the right ways.
     A proven economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
strategy is to attract 
new businesses and 
industries to your 

community. The jobs created by 
that growth will bring new residential 
expansion. Spencer is working with 
developers on several projects along 
Long Ferry Road and US HWY 29 that 
will result in new construction and 
many new jobs. That, in turn, will bring 
new families to our community and 
new retail support businesses.
     For the last several years, Spencer 
has invested time and energy while 
spending money, mostly raised from 
grants, to add amenities that not 
only improve the quality of life for 
our long-time residents but make 
us an attractive place for people 
to live, work, play, and build small 
businesses. The Stanback Forest, 
the Yadkin River Trailhead Park, bike 
lanes on Salisbury Ave., and the new 
Spencer Town Park are examples of the 
type of community development that 
fosters economic development. The 
small homes being built on infill lots 
in older neighborhoods and the large 
townhome project on Hawkinstown 
Road appeal to a wide variety of 
people looking for small-town appeal. 
     Community development equals 
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d 
Spencer’s leadership is working on 
both. Investments now will pay off 
in a better place to live, work and 
play for all.

Calvary Lutheran Church Spring 
Clothing Closet
     Calvary Lutheran Church, located 
at 303 5th Street, Spencer, will hold 
its semiannual clothing closet on 
Saturday, April 5, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free clothing and 
household goods will be available 
to anyone needing them. Further 
information may be obtained by 
calling Program Chair Marylyn Koontz 
at 704-957-0080.
NCTM Events 
Wine & Dine on the Rails
February 14, 15, and 16, 2025
       Join us for an evening of elegance 
and romance at the N.C. Transportation 
Museum. This special event features 
a cocktail hour before boarding for a 
leisurely train ride around our 60-acre 
historic site, and a three-course meal 
served aboard the train.
Wind & Wings: The Science of Flight 
March 20-22
Thursday and Friday are reserved 
for school groups. Saturday is open 
to the general public. Enjoy STEM-
related activities and demonstrations 
focused on av iat ion . Act iv i t ies 
include helicopter fly-ins, aviation 

career speakers, bottle rockets, 
drone demonstrations, wind tunnel 
experiments, RC flyers, a presentation 
on the history of flight, a life-sized 
replica of the Wright Brothers flyer, 
and more. Teachers, call Matthew 
McCarthy at 980-305-6282 or email 
matthew.mccarthy@dncr.nc.gov to 
reserve your school group. 

Meet the All-New NC Museum of 
Dolls, Toys & Miniatures
     Thanks to abundant support from 
the Spencer community, our doll, toy, 
miniature, and model train museum 
is NOW OPEN at our stunning new 
forever home! We are open Thursdays 
through Saturdays every week from 
10 am to 4 pm at 440 South Salisbury 
Ave, Spencer, NC 28159.
     If you’ve visited our original location, 
or if you are a new visitor, you will 
be AMAZED by the bright, beautiful 
space that gives our 
collection so much 
room to shine.
     We  g o t  t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
celebrate our town 
of Spencer’s magical 
annual Winterfest 
c e l e b r a t i o n  i n 
December with a 
special sneak peek 
of the new space. 
We welcomed Santa 
a n d  M r s .  C l a u s 
t o  o u r  m u s e u m 
to entertain kids 
and kids-at-heart 
while they enjoyed 
our  co l lec t ions , 
i n c l u d i n g  o u r 
h o l i d a y  B a r b i e 
exhibit and a special 
Coca-Cola exhibit - 
not to mention our 
al l -new museum 
gift shop.
     We have come 
such a long way over 
the past  several 

years thanks to you, and we hope 
you’ll get the chance to stop by 
in 2025 to see our collection truly 
come to life. 
     If you’d like to support our 
nonprofit museum in 2025, as an 
individual or part of a Spencer 
community group, we would 
LOVE to partner with you in any 
way that suits you - whether 
it ’s becoming a member (and 
receiving free unlimited annual 
visits to the museum), making 
a  tax-deduct ib le  donat ion, 
planning a visit, or attending a 
future event from the museum. 
     The best way to keep up with 
us to fol low us @ncdollmuseum 
on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, 
YouTube, or TikTok. Sign up to receive 
our monthly email newsletter at: 
ncmdtm.org/#modal-hojb9c2m85ut 
     You can always reach us at info@
ncmdtm.org 
     We are extremely grateful for all 
the support we’ve already 
received as we strive to 
make the museum not 
only a special destination 
to bring new visitors to 
Spencer but also a place 
for locals to gather and 
find joy. We love being 
p a r t  o f  t h e  S p e n c e r 
community.

2025 Town of  Spencer 
Holiday Schedule
Town offices will be closed for various 
holidays, as noted in the following 
schedule. Please note there may be 
other service impacts as indicated for 
each holiday. Please call Town Hall with 
questions at 704-633-2231.

C H E C K I N G  I N  AT T H E 
SPENCER PUBLIC LIBRARY
     The Spencer Public Library is 
housed in what used to be the Spencer 
Elementary School building at 300 4th 
Street. The Town of Spencer funds the 
library and is not part of the Rowan 
Public Library system. Librarian Beverly 
McCraw works diligently to provide a 
large variety of books for patrons and 
plan programs throughout the year. 
Keep an eye out for upcoming events 
on our Facebook page at facebook.
com/spencerncpubliclibrary.
     If you have not visited yet, you can 
do so on Mondays and Tuesdays

between 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. or 
on Wednesdays between 12:00 p.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Please check the 2025 
Town of Spencer Holiday Schedule for 
any changes to Library hours.

Parade Thank You continued...
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