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GATEWAY ARCH INSTALLED AT SPENCER TOWN PARK

Spencer Town Park has a new landmark
welcoming residents and visitors to the
heart of the community. On Friday, July

31, 2026, crews from RiteLite Signs of
Concord, North Carolina, installed a
Gateway Arch at the park, a distinctive new
feature that honors Spencer’s history while
looking ahead to the town’s future.

"The new arch is reminiscent of a historic
gateway that once stood at the original
Spencer Town Park from the late 1920s
until roughly 1960. That original sign
featured a circular medallion with the
Southern Railway logo and the motto

“Southern Serves the South,” reflecting
Spencer’s deep railroading roots and its
longstanding ties to the railroad community.

The Gateway Arch was made possible
through support from Rowan County
Tourism as part of its countywide
wayfinding signage project, along with
an additional grant from the Margaret
C. Woodson Foundation. Together, these

grants fully covered the cost of the new arch.

Mounted on two brick pillars at the corner
of Salisbury Avenue and Fifth Street, the

arch features the Town of Spencer logo,

spencernc.gov B Fall 2026

creating a visual connection between the
park, the downtown district, and the North
Carolina Transportation Museum.

Town leaders hope the arch will become an
iconic landmark for Spencer and Rowan
County. As Spencer Town Park continues
to grow as a gathering place, the Gateway
Arch reinforces its purpose as a welcoming
green space for museum visitors, town
residents, and neighbors alike. The parK’s
design intentionally incorporates elements
from the original park, celebrating the
town’s past while inviting the community to
enjoy its future.




MANAGER’S NOTES

by Peter Franzese

THE SOUND
OF SPENCER’S
SUCCESS

You may have noticed that Spencer is filled with a new kind

of energy. From the laughter echoing from the Carlton Family
Wiater Feature to the melodies filling the air during our Third
Thursday music series pilot, the sounds of community life confirm
that Town Park is a new heartbeat for our Town. These joyful
moments do not just happen by chance; they are the direct result
of the dedicated work of our incredible Town staff, the active
participation of our citizen boards, the guidance of our elected
officials, and the generosity of local partners like Duke Energy
and Piedmont Natural Gas. It is through their sponsorship that
we can produce our new music series pilot, including the August
20 performance by local musician Destiny Stone. The rhythm
continues September 17 when Town Park hosts a Catawba
College student and alumni showcase night. I am grateful for the
teamwork and effort to create these events, which are stimulating
activity and advancing our shared vision for Spencer.

Strong collaboration provides rhythm and harmony for a
community, and we benefit from great local partners. In

June, the NC Transportation Museum (NCTM) hosted the
spectacular Fireworks Over Historic Spencer Shops, providing
an unforgettable celebration for our nation’s semiquincentennial.
NCTM will take center stage again from August 28-30, as

the museum hosts a once-in-a-generation railroading event:

the America 250 Locomotive Celebration. Commemorative
locomotives painted in striking red, white, and blue schemes from
all over the US will gather at the iconic Bob Julian Roundhouse,
bringing an influx of railfans and other visitors.

Welcoming thousands of rail enthusiasts requires a true team
effort, and we want this exciting weekend to run smoothly for
everyone. For our local business owners, this event represents a
fantastic economic opportunity, and we encourage you to prepare
for increased customer volume as you usually might for “Thomas”
or “Polar” weekends. For our residents, we kindly ask for your
patience with temporary traffic or parking congestion. By working
hand-in-hand with our business community and greeting these
out-of-town guests with our Spencer hospitality, we can ensure a
successful weekend and keep driving our Town forward together.

Looking into the fall, our community’s vibrant soundtrack carries
through with an outstanding lineup of tradition and celebration,
as noted in this issue’s upcoming events. Whether at the
Roundhouse, in the Park, along our trails, or under the holiday
lights, I look forward to seeing you in the community, enjoying
the sounds together, and continuing to build Spencer into a
model small town.
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What Are You Doing The
First Weekend In December?

Is it too early to ask? Not when Winterfest is coming! The
planning committee is already hard at work to make Town Park a
magical place again on December 4th—6th.

Here’s what’s in store:
@ 'The Ice-Skating Rink returns

¢ 'The Do-Dah Parade kicks things off Friday, followed by the
tree lighting and Santa’s arrival

¢ A Trolley will run Saturday, bringing visitors and local
families from satellite parking locations

¢ The “Freeze Your Buns” 5K and Fun Run takes place
Saturday

You can also look forward to the Ugly Sweater and Gingerbread
House tents, Kids Games, and Bingo. The main stage will
feature live entertainment, including the ever-popular Veterans’
Salute, plus food trucks and craft vendors offering plenty to
delight everyone who comes out to join the fun.

X XHXXK XX XKXBERP Scan the QR code for more

information, to make a donation, or to volunteer.
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For more details, contact:

Kim Lentz 704-798-6830

Patti Secreast, Volunteer Co-Chair 704-640-8585
Pat Sledge, Volunteer Co-Chair 336-247-3088
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We'll be looking for you — and Santa may already be making
his list.

(_ HRISTMAS
(PREPARATIONS

START Now!

Spencers Holiday Caravan Parade needs:

VOLUNTEERS < SPONSORS < ENTRIES
X XXHK XXEEX KX spencerholidaycaravan. comXXXXX KK

spencerholidaycaravan@gmail.com.
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WATERLINE IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT COMING SOON

'The Town of Spencer, in partnership with Salisbury-Rowan
Utilities, will soon begin construction of a waterline improvement
project to replace aging water infrastructure and improve the
reliability of the community’s water system.

Construction will take place along E. 12th Street, N. Jackson
Street, and S. Rowan Avenue. Work will occur in phases and will
include installation of new water mains and associated roadway
restoration.

Residents and motorists can expect temporary traffic adjustments,
construction equipment, and occasional brief water service
interruptions as work progresses. Advance notice will be provided
whenever possible beore any planned water service interuption.

FALL FUN AT
SPENCER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Author visits are on the way, too. Three local authors, from
Spencer, High Point, and Rutherfordton, who've written
children’s books about cats, dogs, and families plan to visit this fall
and share their work with the kids.

Local author David Whisenant, who visited our library this past
year, has written a second book, and we hope he’ll return to share
more of his writing journey.

If you have a special talent or have written a book this past year,
reach out to us at 704-636-9072, we may add you to our list of
speakers and entertainers.

Looking Ahead To November

We'll be focusing on Native American heritage and culture. If
you missed our Native American dancers from Greensboro this
summer, we're hoping to bring them back!

More information on our Facebook page,
facebook.com/spencerncpubliclibrary#.

Health System

New Name.
Same &
Care.

AXCESSPOINTE HEALTH SYSTEM

After years of serving our community as Cabarrus Rowan
Community Health Centers, we are entering an exciting new
chapter. We are proud to introduce our new name, AxcessPointe
Health System. This rebrand reflects our continued commitment
to expanding access to quality, compassionate healthcare for the
communities we serve across Cabarrus County, Rowan County,
and Mecklenburg County. While our name is evolving, our
mission remains the same: providing accessible, patient-centered
care that meets people where they are and supports healthier
communities for generations to come.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

AMERICA 250 LOCOMOTIVE CELEBRATION
August 28 -30

LABOR DAY STREET DANCE
Saturday, September 5 ® 6 — 9 pm
ROWAN CREEK WEEK
September 12-19

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, October 6 ® 6 —9 pm

TRUNK OR TREAT

Friday, October 30 ® 6 — 9 pm

AMERICA 250 HISTORICAL CELEBRATION
AT ANNUAL LUNCHEON
AT TRINITY OAKS IN SALISBURY

The America 250 and NC history program will feature
Sandra Wright Justiss on Currituck Jack and Theresa
Pierce on Martha Washington. The event includes lunch,
doll displays, a silent auction, raffle opportunities, and
museum tour.

Saturday, September 12 ® 6 — 9 pm

BLACK BARBIE CREATOR COMES TO
NC DOLL & TOY MUSEUM
With Kitty Black Perkins, creator
of the first Black Barbie and former
Chief Designer of Fashions & Doll
Concepts for Mattel’s Barbie

Saturday, October 10 ®
9 am - 2:30 pm
RACE TO THE RIVER

Starts at Spencer Town Park and
ends at the Yadkin River.

Saturday, October 17 ® 9 am

Registration is required for
upcoming events, scan the QR code

or call 704-762-9359.
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